


Heather M. Melton graduated summa cum laude with honors from the University of 
California, Los Angeles in 2004. She received her law degree from the University of 
California, Davis, School of Law in 2008. While there, she received the Witkin 
Awards for Academic Excellence in three courses: Professional Responsibility, 
Negotiations and Labor Law. She was also a member of the Journal for Juvenile Law 
and Policy. 

Since 2014, Ms. Melton has worked as a deputy district attorney for the Stanislaus 
County District Attorney’s Office. While there, she completed eight jury trials and one 
bench trial. 

Ms. Melton volunteered as a deputy district attorney for the San Mateo County 
District Attorney’s Office in 2014. She was also a law clerk for the Honorable Gregory 
K. Frizzell, Chief District Court Judge for the Northern District of Oklahoma, United 
States District Court for a year. From 2011 to 2013, Ms. Melton was a special 
assistant United States attorney at the United States Attorney’s Office, Northern 
District, in San Francisco. During her time there, she was assigned to the Economic 
Crimes and Securities Fraud Section and oversaw numerous grand jury 
investigations. She also presented indictments to the grand jury. 

In 2008, Ms. Melton was an assistant regional counsel for the Office of the General Counsel for the Social Security Administration, in San 
Francisco. From 2008 to 2011, she presented oral arguments and briefed cases before the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. She litigated more than 
50 disability cases before Federal District and Magistrate Courts. Ms. Melton also represented the agency in eight EEOC cases and obtained 
restraining orders on behalf of threatened administrative law judges. 

This Los Gatos native traces her steady path to the law from the middle school class where she learned about the Holocaust. How could 
someone stand silent while her neighbors were victimized? Could it be stopped? She was fixated, reading “The Rise and Fall of the Third 
Reich” and other Holocaust histories as a pre-teen. Later in college, she studied other genocides and the destructive herd psychology behind 
them. Years thereafter, she saw similar mentalities in the violent gang members she prosecuted. In Ms. Melton’s recent special circumstance 
murder case, a jealous gang member just out of prison and another man shot and killed his former girlfriend’s lover in front of her. “I think you 
can see how an abusive political regime can bring about a mentality similar to that which you see in a gang. This herd mentality emboldens and 
pushes people to do things they would not have otherwise done.”

Outside the courtroom, Ms. Melton likes being outdoors and is an avid hiker, camper, and gardener. She is also quite crafty and enjoys 
letterpress, floral arranging, and baking. Ms. Melton serves as an officer on the Board of Directors for the Women Lawyers of Alameda County. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

