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It is 12,000 miles from California to Israel, a 14-hour journey from a 
New World to an Ancient one, both facing the same plague of Human 
Trafficking. From the moment I walked into SFO to the moment 10 days 
later when I left Ben Gurion Airport, the stark similarities left a deep 
impression on me.

Sponsored by the National Council of Jewish Women, I went to Israel as 
part of a working group along with Alameda DA Nancy O’Malley, Oakland 
Police Chief Anne Kirkpatrick, judges, a U.S. Attorney, and several police 
commanders. Most had never been there before. This was my eighth trip. 
The first time I went I had just graduated from UCLA, the overawed San 
Fernando Valley son of a Bergen-Belsen survivor. Now I felt that I knew the 

country, had a close relationship to its people, 
knew its streets, the smell of fresh pita bread 
and falafel, the intensity of Jerusalem, the 
cosmopolitan chaos of Tel Aviv. I didn’t know 
what Israel was doing about Human Trafficking. 

Why Israel? It is, unfortunately, a hot spot for 
HT. Foreign workers from Southeast Asia, 
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union 
come to Israel for temporary contract work and 
are snared into forced labor. Sex traffickers 
ruthlessly exploit young women and men - and 
children - from Eastern Europe, Russia and 
Eritrea…and Israel itself. 

As I went through the security line at SFO, 
the TSA played a looped video showing 
possible signs of Human Trafficking, including 
malnutrition and coercion. The next evening our 
plane landed in a country that, just a few years 
ago, was considered by our state department a 
“Tier 3” HT country – a place that did not take 
HT seriously. Now it is Tier 1 – the highest and 
best designation. How had it transformed itself? 
Why had it decided to put people and resources 
toward a problem that some would argue is not 
that high of a criminal priority? (The U.S. rates 
itself as Tier 1.)

Israel is not without its systemic failures when it 
comes to HT. Traffickers sometimes get overly 
lenient sentences. With few police officers 
qualified to interview immigrant HT survivors, 
some victims end up in a bureaucratic limbo 
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prison. The bank restored $86,000 back 
to the victim.

--------------

Officers responded to a report of a man 
in a wheelchair threatening people with a 
knife. Seeing no other option, an officer 
used his Taser on the Defendant, but it 
had no effect. Eventually an officer was 
able to knock the knife out of his hand 
with a foam baton. Defense counsel 
challenged the ability of a person in a 
wheelchair to chase someone while 
holding a knife and argued that excessive 
force was used on his client. Deputy 
District Attorney Jing-Lan Lee called 
upon witnesses to describe how the 
Defendant was able to wield the knife 
while maneuvering his wheelchair. She 
also showed how officers were unsure if 
he had other weapons or if he could walk. 
DDA Lee said: “Officers have to face 
many unknowns. It’s the unknowns that 
make their jobs so risky.” 
The jury found the Defendant guilty. He 
was sentenced to four years in prison.

--------------

While elderly homeowners were out of 
the country, the Defendant broke into 
their home, forged a deed to make it 
look like he was the owner, opened 
the house to other squatters, then 
stole items out of the house. After the 
homeowner’s daughter managed to 
get him locked out, he broke in again. 
Deputy District Attorney Melanie 
Griswold had to prove that this was 
more than a trespass by a mentally 
disturbed man. She pieced together 
evidence to pin down the timing of 
a stolen bike tied to the Defendant. 
DA Investigator Greg Ovanessian 
tracked down transient witnesses 
and linked the Defendant to another 
attempted residential burglary in the 
neighborhood. He pleaded guilty to 
residential burglary and grand theft for 
10 years, four months in prison and 
was ordered to pay over $400,000 in 
restitution.
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Every big city has a South Tel Aviv. It 
is a hard place – choked with African 
– often undocumented - immigrants 
working hard to survive and secure 
some sort of foothold in their new 
country. This is where the street 
sex workers troll. This is where their 
traffickers watch. It could be a part of 
Monterey Road south of downtown 
San Jose. Along with trafficking 
comes the palpable tension over 
immigration in Israel. Some wonder if 
the country’s altruistic stance toward 
immigration is making the melting pot 
boil over with attendant problems, 
including human trafficking. The 
often-caustic political arguments over 
immigration and crime are virtually 
the same as they are here.    

All of us in law enforcement looked 
in amazement at the giant screens 
inside the police headquarters 
showing parts of Jerusalem. We 
had to ask. Despite the terrorism, do 
Israelis balk at the surveillance, the 
sense that Big Brother is watching 
them?  The commander looked at us 
plainly. “No,” he said. 

There were plenty of places that 
reminded us that we were not in 

with no access to shelters or services. 
But Israel is trying, and our working 
group and its collaboration with Israel’s 
Ministry of Justice was an example 
of their effort to share strategies and 
network with us to get better.

Walking into a Tel Aviv shelter for HT 
victims, I did not know the depth of 
the tragedy as it plays itself out in the 
Sinai desert. HT victims generally 
come to Israel through one of two 
black market paths – from Russia 
and its former Soviet satellites, or 
Africa. The Africans, often fleeing 
famine, corruption, civil war, work their 
way across the desert – not unlike 
our Mexican borderlands. There 
they become easy prey for Bedouin 
gangs. Eritrean and Sudanese women 
seeking asylum said that rape was 
such a foregone conclusion that they 
all stocked up on birth control before 
the trip.

Knesset is the Israeli legislative body, 
much like our U.S. Congress.  At the 
Knesset Subcommittee Hearing for 
Combating the Trafficking of Women, 
all of us from the U.S. felt surprisingly 
at home. Here was the legislator 
grilling law enforcement: How many 
arrests have you made? How many 

Deputy District Attorney Cherie 
Bourlard asked DA Investigator Dale 
Morgan to investigate a case of a former 
reserve police officer who stole over 
$260,000 from her elderly neighbor. 
Morgan obtained bank documents 
and surveillance photos of the suspect 
cashing forged checks. He discovered 
that the suspect took other property 
belonging to the victim including bank 
statements from her mail, house keys, 
jewelry, silver, a checkbook, and a wine 
collection. Morgan worked with the 
victim to get her life savings back. The 
Defendant was convicted of residential 
burglary while the occupant was present. 
She was sentenced to two years in 
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convictions? Here were the advocates 
pleading for more resources and a more 
victim-centered approach. It was as if 
I was back in the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors chambers, except 
for the Marc Chagall mural and that it was 
all in Hebrew.

I was impressed with the newfound 
cooperation and concentration of the 
country on the issue. Israel – as a quasi-
socialist country – has more robust 
government programs than we do. This 
even though prostitution is legal there. 
Running a brothel, and obviously – 
trafficking – are illegal. The government 
runs excellent shelters, including one 
for men. They also have a mobile clinic 
which provides on-site medical care 
and counseling for sex workers and HT 
survivors. By contrast, in the U.S., we 
have more engagement with victims 
through non-profit organizations. 

In some instances, their prosecutions 
are more far reaching than ours. For 
example, Israeli prosecutors spoke of a 
case where a Georgian trafficker from the 
former Soviet Union was prosecuted in 
absentia in Israel, convicted, and jailed 
in his home country due to a reciprocity 
agreement.



Q. Please give me the genesis of Downtown College Prep. 

A. I was working first at a big law firm, then here. In both places, I was 
the attorney coach for Gunderson High’s Mock Trial Team. The teacher 
coach was Greg Lippman. He is the founding father of DCP and the 
founding mother is Jennifer Andaluz who was teaching with him. They 
said, “We are dissatisfied with how things are going here. We are 
trying to do a lot of things here, but really stymied. California has a new 
charter law to start schools and it uses funding from the state to do it. 
And we want to do it. Are you in?”

I said, “I know nothing about education and starting a school. So yes, I 
am in.”  

That was my first involvement and how I became the first board 
member for the school before it even had a board. 

Q. What do you do different at DCP? 

A. There’s not any magic to this. There’s not any secret dust that you 
can sprinkle. It’s all about hard work. Underpinning that hard work is a 
really unrelenting belief that every one of these kids can go to college 
and succeed. Part of the magic that does happen is getting kids that 
start off below grade level or don’t have an example of someone in 
their family having gone to college to believe that they are going to 
make it and not only go to college but to succeed and be the first in 
their families to do that. Once the students have that belief, then all 
sorts of things are possible. 

Q. Prosecutors deal with some of the worst moments in people’s 
lives. This school experience has given you some of the best? 

A. In the early years of the school, I was on the sexual assault 
team. When I was working on my day job, I was trying to hold adults 
accountable for the most horrible things they did to children. I was 
seeing the resilience in those kids trying to deal with that abuse and 

in coming to court and saying “What happened 
to me is not right” and trying to move to a better 
place in their lives. That was really a dark part 
of human behavior that I was living in for a 
number of years. At the same time, I was able 
to work with this great school that was all about 
expecting the best of people and knowing 
people could succeed. I was working on building 
institutions where people could succeed. I think 
in a lot of ways, DCP was a therapy for me for 
the rewarding, important, but often very stressful 
experience of prosecuting child sexual assault 
cases.

Q. Give me one story of a student who stood 
out to you that embodies what you are trying 
to do at DCP. 

A. I want to tell you a story from just last week. 
There is a Deputy DA who is now on the board, 
Josue Fuentes. So last year, Josue Fuentes 
was our graduation speaker and he spoke about 
how he got into UCLA and what an amazing 
thing that was for him and for his family. One of 
the things he said was “You can go anywhere 
you want to go, and for anyone who wants 
to come talk to me, I can help you get into 
UCLA.” There was a junior who came up to him 
afterwards. She ended up working with Josue 
on her personal statement this fall. They rewrote 
it multiple times. I just heard last week she got 
into UCLA. It’s about that belief. The belief Josue 
had in the student. The belief the student had in 
herself. 
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Q & A ...with Assitant District Attorney James Gibbons-Shapiro

When ADA James Gibbons-Shapiro was a 
junior at Gunderson High in San Jose, he 
organized a student exchange program to 
ease tensions over busing. Thirty years 
later he helped organize a school. JGS 
recently was termed out as the board 
president for Downtown College Prep, the 
County’s first charter school and much 
lauded for its success in getting kids from 
disadvantaged backgrounds into college 
and beyond. Late last year, JGS was 
honored with a ceremony and a school 
bridge was emblazoned with his name.
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Silicon Valley anymore. We took a dip in 
the Dead Sea. We stood by the Western 
Wall of the Temple in the Old City of 
Jerusalem. We took a three-minute tram 
to the top of Masada, an imposing desert 
fortress where two thousand years ago 
Jewish rebels held out against the Roman 
army for years.

Another cultural discrepancy struck me as 
we walked through the Israeli Supreme 
Court in Jerusalem. We noticed that all the 
defendants in custody had their hands free. 
Why? Because it would be like gagging 
someone, the official said. In the Middle 
East, people often need their hands to 
communicate.  

Also in the Holy City, stands Yad Vashem. 
It is Israel’s powerful memorial to the 
victims of the Holocaust. Its stark symbols 
– piles of shoes, photographs of the dead 
rising up to the sky, a railway car hanging 
off a precipice – are powerful reminders of 

WHAT’S GOING ON? WEST WING GALLERY

New Community Prosecutors

Holocaust Survivor’s Story 

Community Prosecutor Angela 
Alvarado received the Good 
Apple Award from the Cambrian 
School District in April. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Melanie Griswold was awarded 
the Johnny Gogo Award by 
the Santa Clara County Bar 
Association in February. 

Deputy District Attorneys 
Tina Nunes-Ober, Johnny 
Gogo, and Jarisse Moore 
represented the Office at the 
34th Annual Northern California 
Public Interest/Public Sector 
Legal Careers Day hosted at UC 

Hastings College of the Law in February. 

Chief Assistant District 
Attorney Jay Boyarsky 
kicked off the Santa 
Clara County State of 
Wellness March-Into-May 
Campaign. 

Mike Brown

WW Fitness Area

A Trip To Israel...
(Cont. from page 2)
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why I became a prosecutor. Our day-to-
day cases may not reach the depths of 
injustice faced by the Jews during World 
War II. But I believe that case-by-case, 
year-by-year we build a wall of civility 
and justice against such depravities 
in this country. There are cracks and 
threats to its foundations, but it still 
stands thanks to the rule of law. It still 
stands because we remember, and we 
work to achieve justice.

We went to the Bialik-Rogozin School 
– entirely populated with the children 
of HT survivors. They represented 50 
countries. Singing Hebrew songs to us, 
the children gave me hope that their 
lives still held great promise. It reminded 
me more than a little of the Downtown 
College Prep, the inspirational San 
Jose school for disadvantaged students 
co-founded by Assistant DA James 
Gibbons-Shapiro.

Rising above the western walls of 
Jerusalem, the Montefiore Windmill is 
a landmark symbolizing Jewish self-
sufficiency. As I stood on that hill, it 

reminded me of how all difficult 
challenges start with one step, 
one person willing to try. Then you 
need friends. Our efforts against 
Human Trafficking – fought by TSA 
employees in airports, teachers in 
schools, clinicians in the streets, a 
group of prosecutors, judges and 
police far from home - are making 
progress. It is a difficult task – some 
victims will not cooperate; some 
cases are hard to prove. People and 
agencies and nations are banding 
together to confront these 21st 
Century crime issues. I am happy to 
report that we have found allies in 
our fight against human trafficking in 
Santa Clara County, in the East Bay, 
in San Francisco – and in a small, 
special country halfway across the 
world.
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