
















































































ANALYSIS 

This report evaluates Officer Hutson's and Officer Faye's use of deadly force in shooting 
Thompson Nguyen on January 9, 2018. We have carefully examined their recorded statements, 
the reports of law enforcement officers who witnessed or investigated the officer-involved 
shooting, the statements of civilian witnesses, the video footage, and other materials contained 
herein. 

Determining whether Officers Hutson and Faye were legally justified in their use of a firearm 
under the principles of self-defense or defense of others involves a two-part analysis: 

(1) did the officer subjectively and honestly believe he needed to protect
himself or others from an apparent, imminent threat of death or great bodily
injury; and

(2) was the officer's belief in the need to protect himself or others from an
apparent, imminent threat of death or great bodily injury objectively reasonable.

The following facts and circumstances support the conclusion that Officer Hutson's and Officer 

Faye's fear of imminent danger of great bodily injury or death to themselves or other officers at 

the scene was genuine and objectively reasonable under the circumstances. 

Officers Hutson and Faye responded to an armed man who trespassed onto a major power plant 

with three employees present and without security personnel. Nguyen was entirely unresponsive 

to the collective officer efforts to get him to stop and drop his weapons. Nguyen's disregard of 

officer commands and his continuing to walk about the complex demonstrated his intent to 

remain armed. Given the officers' knowledge that at least one employee remained on the 

grounds and that the power plant was an especially catastrophic target due to its collection of 

high-pressure gas, officers had little choice but to follow Nguyen because of the danger 

presented to that employee, the power plant itself, and the immediate vicinity. 

Whether Nguyen was actually luring the officers to the back of the complex or not, the odd 

behavior displayed by Nguyen would lead any reasonably cautious police officer to believe that 

to be his intent. When Nguyen arrived at the rear of the power plant he turned and oriented 

himself toward the officers. Officers positively identified two weapons: a hatchet and a large 

metal staff. The officers made several prudent efforts to de-escalate the situation. First, they 

tried to connect with Nguyen; they stated they just wanted to talk to him and didn't necessarily 

believe he did anything wrong. Second, they gave him lawful commands to stand down. 

Nguyen ignored each opportunity to come to a peaceful resolution or to engage in discussion. 

Instead, he told the officers numerous times they had to shoot him or kill him. 

Officer Adam Hutson 

Nguyen made a clear and deliberate effort, while wielding two weapons-a hatchet and a metal 

staff-capable of inflicting death or grievous bodily injury, to walk toward Officer Hutson. 
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Nguyen ignored several clear commands to drop his weapons and stop walking toward Officer 

Hutson. Nguyen stated, "Kill me" and "Shoot me" several times as he advanced on Officer 

Hutson's position. Nguyen came within five feet of Officer Hutson. At the moment Officer 

Hutson fired, Nguyen was well within striking distance with both his hatchet and his staff. 

Officer Hutson stated he was afraid that Nguyen would attack him using the hatchet. There is no 

evidence to support any inference that his fear was not genuine. Moreover, any reasonable 

person would have that same fear when confronted by a disobedient, hatchet-wielding man 

professing that he needed to be shot and killed. Therefore, Officer Hutson's subjective belief of 

imminent death or bodily harm was objectively reasonable. 

Under the applicable law, Officer Adam Hutson's homicide was justifiable and therefore lawful. 

Officer Timothy Faye 

Officer Faye's vision of Officer Hutson was obstructed by the police car. Officer Faye knew: (1) 

a police car was driven to the scene; (2) an officer drove that car; (3) there was an officer on the 

side of the car opposite Officer Faye; (4) Nguyen advanced on that officer; (5) that the Officer 

felt the need to employ deadly force by firing his weapon several times, and; (6) Nguyen was 

still armed with a hatchet and a metal staff. 

Because Officer Faye could not see Officer Hutson, when Nguyen emerged behind the rear of 

the patrol car alone after Officer Hutson's initial discharge, his belief that Officer Hutson may 

have been assaulted was reasonable. Additionally, Nguyen was still wielding his weapons when 

civilian employees were still present at the power plant. Officer Faye stated he believed the 

other officers and the civilian employees were still in danger of imminent death or great bodily 

injury. There is no evidence that would suggest that his belief was not genuine. Given that 

Nguyen appeared to have attacked Officer Hutson or could tum around and attack either Officer 

Hutson or Officer Faye, and Nguyen continued to walk in the direction where the civilian 

employees were located-still armed-that belief was objectively reasonable. 

The belief was also reasonable because of Nguyen's continued and repeated statements insisting 

that officers would have to kill him. Any reasonable officer would conclude that Nguyen, 

whether as a result of a mental health issue or not, had decided that he was going to die that day, 

and that ifhe had to attack an officer with a weapon to make it happen, he was going to do so. 

The fact that Officer Faye shot Nguyen in the side and back does not negate the lawfulness of 

this use of deadly force. The time spanning Officer Hutson's initial discharge to Nguyen's 

collapse was only two seconds. This is a short period of time to process an armed man 

advancing a full car-length, hearing gunfire and observe a seemingly uninjured Nguyen reappear 

still armed. Given the mind's delayed perception-reaction and that Nguyen was uncontained 

with the ability to tum on the officers and close the distance between Nguyen and Officer Faye, 

Officer Faye's genuine belief of imminent death or great bodily injury-on himself or Sergeant 

Nunes-was objectively reasonable. 
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