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“Sonia Sotomayor: a judge grows in the Bronx” is 
not Harry Potter. Even so, I had my 13-year-old 
daughter read it when it came out. She asked me 
why? I said, because there are very few Latina 
judges in the world. You should get to know one. 

Not too long after, we were standing in a long line 
outside of the Hammer Theatre Center in San 
Jose waiting to meet the first Latina ever to sit 
on the U.S. Supreme Court. My daughter had a 
copy of Sotomayor’s autobiography “My Beloved 
World.” My son, somewhat grudgingly, held a copy. 
My wife and I each had one. We were donating 
three signed copies to Sacred Heart Nativity 
School, which serves low income immigrant youth 
in downtown San Jose. It felt like a rock concert. 
Sonia Sotomayor is one of my heroes. 

Like Justice Sotomayor, I was the first attorney in 
my family. It wasn’t even a dinner table concept 
with my dad – a teacher – and my mom – a 
hairdresser. It was Orange County in the ‘70s. When I was growing up I didn’t know a single Latino lawyer. I didn’t meet any 
until I was ready to go to college after receiving a scholarship from the Mexican American Bar Association. Later, I found out 
that back then about 3 percent of the state’s judges and lawyers were Hispanic. Today, Sotomayor and I are among the 4 
percent nationally.

A WISE LATINA



took custody of the children. After almost 
a year, the family was reunited.

T.M.I.

When the defense attorney in a murder 
trial was not acting in the best interest 
of his client, Deputy District Attorney 
Carolyn Powell stepped in to make 
sure that the Defendant’s rights were 
protected.
 
The Defendant was charged with killing 
his father. His attorney sent a disc 
containing a large amount of discovery 
for DDA Powell to review before trial. As 
DDA Powell reviewed the evidence, she 
came across a file with an investigator’s 
statement taken from the Defendant. 
She immediately closed it, contacted the 
attorney, and asked that he resend the 
discovery without that file. The defense 
attorney sent a new disc as requested 
and DDA Powell continued to prepare for 
trial.

Assistant District Attorney James 
Gibbons-Shapiro said: “Carolyn Powell 
is the epitome of the ethical prosecutor. 
The way she handled this mistaken 
delivery of attorney-client information from 
the defense is just the latest example.” 

JOHN DOE OR JOHN DOUGH?
 
Deputy District Attorney Tamara Cool 
was handling motions for a stolen dog 
trial. John Dough, the pit bull mix who had 
been missing for months, was taken from 
the animal shelter one hour before his 
rightful owner came to pick him up. DDA 

Cool was willing to negotiate terms if 
the Defendant would return the stolen 
dog. He wouldn’t budge. 
 
During the break, DDA Cool and the 
Defendant’s father ended up in the 
same elevator. He asked about the 
length of the trial. She asked about 
the dog. He admitted he had it. DDA 
Cool moved fast. She coordinated 
with DA Investigator Jeff Nichols to 
go get him.
 
Inv. Nichols drove out to the father’s 
apartment. Through a crack in the 
window he saw two chihuahuas 
followed by the pit bull mix. He quickly 
sent a photo to DDA Cool, who was 
now in the middle of selecting a 
jury. It was the dog. When the father 
returned home, Inv. Nichols convinced 
him to relinquish the stolen dog to 
Animal Control. DDA Cool informed 
the court and defense that the dog 
had been recovered. The defense 
attorney asked DDA Cool if the 
Defendant could still get the earlier, 
better offer since the dog was now 
recovered. “Absolutely not,” she said. 
The Defendant pleaded guilty and 
was sentenced to 145 days in county 
jail. 

The next night, DDA Cool drove out 
to the shelter and was able to reunite 
John Dough with his grateful owner.
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However, that statement later led 
to a nationwide controversy. It blew 
up during her confirmation hearing 
in 2009. Was she saying that white 
judges weren’t as smart or capable? 
I thought at the time that was a 
misleading interpretation of a person 
trying to be inspirational. There were 
about 1,800 judges at the time in 
California. Thirty of them were Latina, 
even though Latinas made up about 
20 percent of the state population. 
My daughter, Marina, was four at the 
time. She would be whatever she 
wanted. I bought a women’s large 
t-shirt for her to sleep in. It said on the 
front: “Another Wise Latina.”

As a young lawyer, just a few years 
out of UC Berkeley Law School, I 
volunteered to be a part of “Raising 
the Bar,” a conference to increase 
awareness about the lack of Latinos 
in the legal profession. The keynote 
speaker was Sonia Sotomayor, then a 
young appellate court judge from New 
York. She spoke about growing up in 
a dysfunctional family in the Bronx, 
surrounded by alcoholism and abuse. 
She would escape to the library. I was 
brought back to my own childhood, 
all those hours I spent in El Modena 
Library in Orange. It had beautiful 
skylights. I would leaf through the 
encyclopedias, reading about Egypt, 
China, the world outside my small 
Mexican-American neighborhood. 

HOME AT LAST
 
It had been a week since the father’s 
three children disappeared. He believed 
that their mother had taken the kids to 
Mexico without permission to live with 
her new boyfriend. Desperate, he turned 
to the District Attorney’s Child Abduction 
Unit for help.
 
Senior Paralegal David Jibaja assisted 
the immigrant father in filling out an 
application under the Hague Convention 
with the U.S. State Department for the 
return of the children. He translated 
numerous documents and attachments 
into Spanish for the Mexican Family 
Court to review. Months later, Mexican 
authorities located the children. After 
two continuances, the court ordered 
the children returned to Santa Clara 
County. Sr. Paralegal Jibaja acted as a 
liaison between the Mexican authorities, 
the Department of Justice, and our 
Office translating and arranging for the 
unification of the family. DA Investigators 
Stella Cruz and Jaime Gauthier 
assisted the father’s “Compadre,” or 
representative, at the U.S. border who 

(continued on page 4)
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I dreamed about standing up for those 
who couldn’t stand up for themselves. 
Sotomayor and I eventually became 
prosecutors. 

Justice Sotomayor spoke about many 
things at the conference in Berkeley that 
day in front of a transfixed audience of 
about 80 law students and attorneys. She 
spoke of her Puerto Rican soul, Catholic 
school. At one point, she said of her 
court decisions: “I would hope that a wise 
Latina woman with the richness of her 
experiences would, more often than not, 
reach a better conclusion.” This stuck with 
me. It said more to me about the need for 
more Latino judges to be on the bench, 
as well as others, rather than denigrating 
anyone else.



Q. Tell me about your veganism. Have you always been a 
vegan? Or are you a latecomer? 

A. It’s been about five or six years. I initially tried it in high 
school after being very vocal about the subject of animal 
testing and realizing that I was inflicting just as much harm by 
the way I ate. My well-meaning parents didn’t really like the 
idea at the time. They gave me microwaved tofu for an entire 
week and said, “This is what you would eat if you became 
a vegetarian.” So, I gave up! I tried it again in college after 
experiencing a lot physical, emotional, and mental stress. I 
wanted to feel better, not only physically, but also about who 
I was as a person. At that point it became more than about 
helping the animals, but also myself and the world around 
me. It was definitely not easy at first, but I guess when you’re 
younger, you want to do the difficult, even heroic, things.

Q: So what was the nexus between social media and 
veganism? 

A: I started to post on Instagram around 2012. Instagram was 
relatively new, so there were very few vegans and vegetarians 
on there. It felt very intimate. You could make some close 
friends very quickly by just sharing some pictures. On the more 
commercial side, as the community grew, it became more 
lucrative for individual Instagrammers and large companies 
to capitalize on the increasing number of users. When I was 
more active on Instagram, I would have sponsors regularly 
contact me to promote their products in my posts. I worked 
with both small local and large international companies. I 
really enjoyed the creative process and definitely didn’t mind 
being paid for doing something I enjoyed. But at the end of the 
day, I was creating content for someone else and that wasn’t 
what I wanted to spend all my time doing. I now enjoy using 

Instagram (when I have the time) to learn from and share 
with the wildly creative people on there. 

Q: What is your favorite food? 

A: Have you heard of a macro bowl? Macro as in 
macrobiotics. It’s the type of food I ate when I first became 
vegan. I was really fascinated with the philosophy behind 
it, the balance of the Yin and Yang. In a macro bowl, 
you have your whole grains, your vegetables – usually 
consisting of both leafy and root vegetables, your protein 
– which is usually a bean of some sort, and your pickle 
that helps with digestion. Everything in this dish is very 
balanced and you actually feel that way when you are 
eating it!

Q: So there’s Yin and Yang in what you do, too? 

A: I think so, yes. For one, and this may sound a little 
radical, I believe when people eat better, they think better, 
and make better choices. I’d like to think that we’d have 
a few less crimes if we as a society ate a more balanced 
and compassionate diet. 

Q: You don’t think that if you ate raw meat that you 
would be a better prosecutor? 

A: Because I’d be more aggressive? That association 
between meat and aggression is probably why there’s a 
stigma surrounding men being vegans as well. But isn’t 
making a choice every day to not eat meat regardless of 
the norm being aggressive about what you believe in? I 
also don’t believe being a prosecutor is just about being 
aggressive. I don’t just want to be a strong advocate, I 
want to be a strong advocate for the fair and just thing.
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Q & A ...with Deputy District Attorney Diem Ly Vo

Diem Ly Vo, a misdemeanor prosecutor, 
is not a movie star on the side. Yet she 
has more Instagram followers than James 
Franco. She’s not an athlete. Yet she has 
more followers than the San Jose State 
Spartans. She has more followers than 
Brandi Chastain, Dionne Warwick, and 
DA Jeff Rosen - combined. The young 
prosecutor doesn’t post selfies or boomerang photos of bungie 
dives. She mainly just posts portraits of her meals, vegan dishes 
to be precise. She has been featured by the Huffington Post 
(“17 Vegan Accounts You Should Definitely Be Following”) and 
Instagram (“25 Foodies to Follow”). We’re big fans, too, and got 
the chance to ask her about her path becoming a social media 
foodie influencer. 
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Almost a decade later, the shirt now fits 
Marina perfectly. She was wearing it when 
she met Justice Sotomayor a few months 
ago with the autobiography in her hands. 
Marina told Justice Sotomayor that she 
loved her speech. The Justice smiled. She 
told my daughter that even if there are 
hurdles, if she really wants something then 
she can do it. She will do it.

These days Marina says she wants to be a 
lawyer. She’s good at arguing. She’s good 
at making a cogent case that she and her 
brother deserve extra dessert or video 
game time. She powerfully accuses her 
mother or brother of doing this or that. So, 
we have a trial at the dinner table. She’s 
the prosecutor. Her younger brother is 
usually the defendant. Their grandmother 
is his defense attorney. I get to be the 
judge.

Marina is fair and evenhanded. She is 
persuasive. She doesn’t always get extra 
ice cream, but she wins more than she 
loses. My wife and I tried hard to teach her 
that she has a voice. She has power. She 
has control over her body and her mind. 

I want Marina to be what she wants to be. 
If she wants to be a prosecutor like her 
dad, she’d be a great one. If she wants to 
work as an educator, like her mom, she’ll 
be great at that. Marina’s Mexican heritage 
runs rich within her, a great strength. She 
is a wise Latina.

WHAT’S GOING ON?

WEST WING GALLERY

Boba With a Cop

Camp Fire Help

Deputy District Attorney Olusere Olowoyeye received 
the Employee Excellence Award for June 2018. 

Supervising Deputy District Attorney Marisa 
McKeown received the California District Attorney 
Investigators’ Associations 2018 Prosecutor of the Year 
award in August. 

Criminalist Melissa Dupee received the Employee 
Excellence Award for August 2018.

Lt. Moises Reyes was promoted to Captain in the DA’s 
Bureau of Investigations Department in October. He is 
now second in command in the bureau. 

Madres Mural

The (Adam) Wright Stuff 

A Wise Latina
(Cont. from page 2)
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